By Kurt Helm
Editor 7
The Bikestation is going for
a ride.

After nearly a decade, the
" Bikestation downtawn is mov-
ing, but just across the
Promenade, right behind the
amphitheater. It's getting a
“new, larger space, allowmg 1t to

expand its mission. . .
_“It’s just a bit of a dlfferent

" ‘setup than before,” said Andrea
White, the executive director of

the Bikestation. “Before we had
some indoor space and some
outdoor. ‘space, now it's “all
indoor.”

While the . location has
changed, the Bikestation's
unique mission has not.

The Bikestation is a park-
andride facility that encour-
ages people to ride their bikes
to work, or to take public trans-
portation the rest of the way

. (the Bikestation is located right -

in the downtown transit mall).
The idea is that someone living
in Belmont Shore (or wherev-
er) and working in downtown
Los Angeles could ride their
bicycle to downtown Long

Beach, store their bike for free -

' Bikes&mon would be moving a
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that w111 expand i the new - There will be plenty of
spag:e, thte saul .= - attention -Friday when the
On éfn was that the’ Bikestatwn -officially opens its
~new facility with an event
-*where speakers will include
Transportation Director Mich-
so an architeet was brought in~ _ael Replogle of Environmental
to deal with that, White said. Defense of Washington, D.C.,
“The ‘architecture has beeri . State Sen. Alan Lowenthal and.
developed in stich a way as to Long Beach City Councilman
draw atterition to the building,” Dan Baker (Second District).
White said. “We want to be visi- The event starts at 9 a.m. at
bleto. Pme, where, most of the the new ioeation and is. npen
foottraﬁicm" tothepubhc.

little farther away from Pine-
Avenue with: the new location,

— e

all day, then take the Blue Line

up to Los Angeles.

It's working. .

Of people -using ‘the Bike-
station, about 30% are those
who would have been commut-
ing to-dewntown Long Beach or
otljer destinations as the lone
person in their "cars. They
would still be doing that if this
option were not available,
) re%eaggh ‘ has shown,. ,White

In the new location, those
cotnmuters will have access to
their bi¢ycles- 24 ‘hours a day
through an advanced entry sys~
tem for members.

In addition to free bike stor-
age, the Bikestation also offers

bike rentals to locals and -

tourists, as well as doing repairs
and having a snack shop. All of
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